
 

 
 
 

Alaska Birding and Wildlife from Kenai 
Peninsula to Denali National Park 

 

Day 1: Arrival in Anchorage 

 
Participants can arrive anytime throughout the day. Upon arrival, you will transfer to a 
local hotel in Anchorage. 
 
Those who arrive early enough will have the opportunity for birding on their own. Lake 
Spenard is across the road from the hotel. This site should produce some species sure 
to be of interest to most first-time Alaska birders. On the lake, look for Red-throated 
Loon, Pacific Loon, Red-necked Grebe, Red-necked Phalarope, and a few species of 
ducks. Mew Gulls and Violet-green Swallows are evident flying over the lake. A wooded 
area on the north side of the lake could produce Yellow Warbler, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-capped Chickadee, Hermit Thrush and Ruby-
crowned Kinglet. Savannah Sparrows are in the grassy areas around the lake. 
 
Overnight Anchorage. 
 

Day 2: Morning birding around Anchorage; Afternoon drive towards Denali 

National Park. 
 
After an early breakfast, we will spend about three hours birding around Anchorage. We 
will start at Lake Spenard and Lake Hood, to make sure everyone has seen the birds 
around these lakes. Then we will move over to Westchester Lagoon, always a highlight 
of birding in Anchorage. In addition to any species listed for arrival day, we can expect 
to see Hudsonian Godwit, Arctic Tern, Alder Flycatcher, ‘Red’ Fox Sparrow and the 
gambelii race of White-crowned Sparrow. We can get an excellent comparison of 
Greater Scaup and Lesser Scaup side by side. 
 



After leaving Westchester, depending on the time, we may make a short visit to the fish 
hatchery at Ship Creek. The fast-flowing stream there is sometimes good for Harlequin 
Duck, Common Merganser, American Dipper and Northern Waterthrush. 
 
Before noon, we need to begin the drive north toward Denali. Along the way, we will 
stop to check a recently burned area in hopes of finding American Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Black-backed Woodpecker and Western Wood-Pewee. Lunch can either 
be picnic style with items purchased at a grocery store, or the group may choose to visit 
a nice restaurant in Talkeetna. Trip participants have enjoyed visiting this small town, 
and then doing a bit of birding along the Susitna River. 
 
As we continue our drive north, we should scan the spruce trees for our first chance at 
Northern Hawk Owl. We’ll make a stop where you can see, weather permitting, Denali 
(Mt. McKinley), before our final drive to our lodging and dinner. 
 
It is worth a few minutes of birding time around our lodge, as American Three-toed 
Woodpeckers have nested on the grounds. Canada Jay, Boreal Chickadee and White-
winged Crossbill are other possibilities here. 
 
Overnight Lodging near Denali National Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3: Birding (and Wildlife Watching) in Denali National Park 

 
Denali National Park includes habitat from willow thickets, river gravel bars, Black 
Spruce and White Spruce forest, timberline and alpine tundra. To explore the park, we 
will take the shuttle bus to the Eielson Visitor Center, getting off the bus at designated 
points along the way for short breaks to stretch our legs and look for birds and other 
wildlife. 
 
Some of the highlight species that we hope to see during the bus ride include Golden 
Eagle, Gyrfalcon, Willow Ptarmigan, Long-tailed Jaeger, Northern Hawk Owl, Short-
eared Owl and Varied Thrush. 
 



Mammals to look for include Red Fox, Arctic Ground Squirrel, Black Bear, Grizzly Bear, 
Dall Sheep, Caribou, and Mountain Goat.    
 
If the weather cooperates, we will be able to see Mount McKinley. Even if clouds 
surround its peak, the scenery will be spectacular. 
 
Overnight Lodging near Denali National Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4: Birding the Denali Highway to Paxson. 

 
The drive to Paxson along the Denali Highway passes through alpine tundra and boreal 
forest, and we will make frequent stops, taking most of the day to travel 130 miles. 
 
Arctic Warbler, Northern Hawk Owl, Northern Shrike, Golden Eagle, Bohemian 
Waxwing, Willow Ptarmigan, Varied Thrush and American Tree Sparrow nest along the 
route, and can be added to our list during the exploration of this area. 
 
Waterfowl such as Tundra Swan, Trumpeter Swan, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Long-tailed 
Duck, White-winged Scoter and others frequent the lakes alongside the road. A favorite 
of many birders here is seeing a Lesser Yellowlegs calling from a perch high in a tree. 
 
Other possible, though rare, species along our route include Rock Ptarmigan, Long-
tailed Jaeger, Wandering Tattler, Gyrfalcon and Northern Wheatear. 
 
Overnight Paxson. 

 
Day 5: Search for Smith’s Longspur; Return to Anchorage 

 
We will have a later breakfast than usual today, so you may choose to sleep in, or do 
some birding before everyone else is awake. The early birders will visit lakes and 
streams that may have Harlequin Duck, Wandering Tattler and American Dipper. 
 



After breakfast, we will spend the rest of the morning in pursuit of Smith’s Longspurs, 
which nest in the area around our lodging. This may involve difficult walking on tundra, 
but seeing these birds is well worth the effort. While looking for the longspurs, we have 
a chance to see American Golden-Plover, Whimbrel, Willow Ptarmigan, and maybe a 
Lapland Longspur. 
 
By late morning, we will begin the drive back to Anchorage via the Richardson and 
Glenn Highways. We will make at least one birding stop before lunch, at Paxson Lake 
Campground, where Bohemian Waxwings are sometimes found. 
 
Overnight in Anchorage. 
 
 
 

 

Day 6: AM Birding around Anchorage; Transfer to Seward 

 
We will begin the day by birding around Anchorage, if there are any likely species we 
have not yet found. Possibilities include Pacific Loon, Boreal Chickadee and Canada 
Jay, often easier to find in Anchorage than other areas we have visited so far. 
 
Before leaving the Anchorage area, we will visit the Potter Marsh Game Refuge, where 
a boardwalk makes it easy to see a few species of waterfowl and shorebirds. Other key 
species here include Sandhill Crane, Bald Eagle, Alder Flycatcher, Lincoln’s Sparrow 
and Rusty Blackbird. 
 
Continuing south toward Seward, where the highway passes close to Turnagain Arm 
inlet, we will keep a close look out for Beluga Whales. 
 
We will make a few stops along the roadside, where we should pick up Chestnut-
backed Chickadee, Townsend’s Warbler and Golden-crowned Sparrow. Before 
reaching our lodging in Seward, we will stop at a house with plenty of feeders. Here we 
can expect to see Rufous Hummingbird, Pine Grosbeak, Red Crossbill, Pine Siskin, the 
very dark subspecies of Song Sparrow and the ‘Sooty’ Fox Sparrow. 
 
In Seward, we are sure to see Northwestern Crows and Glaucous-winged Gulls. 
 
After checking in at our lodging, then eating dinner, you will have the option of spending 
a couple of hours at the Alaska SeaLife Center, doing some birding along Resurrection 



Bay, or retiring for the night. Those opting to go birding may see Wandering Tattler, 
Harlequin Duck, Pigeon Guillemot, Marbled Murrelet and Black-legged Kittiwake. 
 
Overnight Seward. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Day 7: Pelagic Trip at Kenai Fjords: Birding and Marine Mammals 

 
Today we will all enjoy a nine-hour boat trip to the Kenai Fjords National Park and 
Chiswell Islands. We are in a reasonably-sized boat to assure good looks at wildlife as 
they fly and swim by. The captain and boat crew will help everyone get good looks at 
many species of birds and mammals. 
 
Leaving the dock around 8 AM, we will have breakfast and lunch on board the boat. 
Most trips (some change due to weather can occur) head out past Aialik Cape and into 
Aialik Bay. We will next head either into the foot of Holgate Glacier or Aialik Glacier for 
Kittlitz’s Murrelet, and then we proceed out to the cliff seabird colonies at Chiswell. 
Expect to see Double-crested Cormorant, Pelagic Cormorant, and Red-faced 
Cormorant. We should also find Horned Puffin and Tufted Puffin, Black-legged 
Kittiwake, Common Murre, Rhinoceros Auklet, Parakeet Auklet, and, with some luck, 
Thick-billed Murre, Ancient Murrelet and Cassin’s Auklet. 
 
The mammal possibilities include Steller Sea Lion, Harbor Seal, Sea Otter, Orca, 
Hump-backed Whale, Minke Whale and Dall’s Porpoise. Black Bear and Mountain Goat 
may be seen on the hillsides. 
 
After returning to the dock around 5 pm, we will visit a nearby restaurant for dinner 
before returning to our lodging. If folks are feeling well and up to it, we may offer a short 
trip in the vicinity of Seward after dinner for those who want to make the most of the 
long daylight hours. 
 
Overnight in Seward. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Day 8: Seward Area Birding in AM; Return to Anchorage 

 
Today will be all about finding any birds we have not yet seen, or we would like to see 
better. The timing of any flights today will determine when we need to be back in 
Anchorage, just a two-hour drive north. (If there is a Nome Extension at the end of this 
trip, we will need to be in Anchorage before 2 PM.) 
 

Optional Nome Extension 
 
Extension Day 1: Arrival in Nome 

 
We typically arrive in Nome after 7:30 PM on Day 1 of the Extension. There is limited 
time for birding, as we need to visit a grocery store to purchase items for breakfast and 
lunch for the next three days. 
 
Nome is one of the best birding spots in Alaska, and here we hope to find some of the 
scarcer Alaskan species, such as Arctic Loon, Bristle-thighed Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Aleutian Tern, Bluethroat and Eastern Yellow Wagtail during our visit. Our exact plan 
depends upon recent sightings, but we will bird the three roads out of Nome over these 
three days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Extension Day 2: Teller Highway 

 
The road west to Teller leads out to the Bering seacoast, and it has good habitat for 
Arctic Warbler, Hoary Redpoll, Rock Ptarmigan, Willow Ptarmigan, Pacific Golden-
Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Gyrfalcon, Northern Wheatear, Bluethroat and Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail. In Teller itself, White Wagtails have bred for the past few years. 
 
Often seen along this route are Cackling Goose, Sandhill Crane, Black-bellied Plover, 
Wilson’s Snipe calling while perched on telephone wires, Long-tailed Jaeger, Short-
eared Owl, American Dipper and Rusty Blackbird. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Extension Day 3: Taylor Highway – Bristle-thighed Curlews 

 
Today, we will drive the Kougarok, or Taylor, Road leading north to the interior, where 
we will search for the scarce Bristle-thighed Curlew. To look for this species requires a 
strenuous hike (about a mile round-trip). Sometimes the birds fly over the road where 
the vehicle has been parked, so those not making the hike still have a chance to see the 
curlews. On the drive to the curlew site we have further opportunities for Gyrfalcon, 
Bluethroat, Arctic Warbler and Northern Wheatear. Mammals likely to be seen on our 
visit include Caribou, Moose, and Musk. 
 

Extension Day 4: Council Road and Safety Sound; Return to Anchorage 

 
On our last day in Nome, we will take the road east toward Council, which passes along 
Safety Sound. This is the best location to see Aleutian Tern and Arctic Loon, together 
with a variety of waterfowl, gulls and shorebirds, such as Red-necked Stint and Bar-
tailed Godwit. Other interesting species likely to be seen along this road are Brant, 
Common Eider, Long-tailed Duck, all three species of scoter, Sandhill Crane, breeding 
Western Sandpipers, Black Turnstone, Glaucous Gull, Parasitic Jaeger, Lapland 
Longspur. This road offers the best chance for finding rare species of eiders, loons and 
gulls. 



 
We will return to Nome in late afternoon, eat dinner and take our evening flight back to 
Anchorage. We arrive in Anchorage around 10 PM. Many participants choose to take 
one of the many flights that depart around midnight, or you may choose to stay an 
additional night in Alaska (with additional lodging cost in Anchorage) before flying home 
the following day. 
 
Some on the trip may continue birding in Alaska across to the Pribilof Islands. Extension 
can be arranged separately. 
 
 
 
 


