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Southeast Queensland, Australia  

for Birding and Wildlife 
August 20-25, 2017 

 
Day 1 (August 20): AM Airport Pickup and Birding near Brisbane; Mid-Day Airport 
Return; PM Birding to Coolmunda Dam with Highlights at Durikai State Forest 
 
Most trip participants arrive on August 19 or before (see Arrival Plan for details); so, we 
will aim for a good start for birding in the morning on August 20. 
 
Barry will plan to meet the Larry and John at the Hilton at 7:00 AM. They will then go 
pick up Bob and Peggy nearby (about 12 minutes away).  After picking up the first four 
participants, Barry will provide a brief orientation for the day.  This will be brief as we will 
need to get moving towards our first birding site (about 30 to 40 minutes away).  See 
Arrival Plan for more details here. 
 
We will spend the morning birding several of the best birding sites near the airport. 
These areas can be surprisingly productive and it is not uncommon to see 40 to 50 
species in these locations 

• Our first stop will be the Port of Brisbane for Mangrove Honeyeater; Mangrove 
Gerygone and more. Water birds include Chestnut Teal, Hardhead and Black 
Swan. We may possibly find some shorebirds, depending on the tide.  

• Next stop is the Lytton Manly Mangrove Boardwalk for Rufous Night-Heron; 
Striated Heron; Leaden Flycatcher; Spangled Drongo; Rufous Whistler; Torresian 
Kingfisher; Golden-headed Cisticola; Tawny Grassbird; Brown Quail; and Red-
backed Fairywren, Variegated Fairywren, and Superb Fairywren. 

• At wetlands nearby, Wandering Whistling-Duck, Plumed Whistling-Duck, 
Australasian Grebe, Comb-crested Jacana, Australasian Swamphen, 
Australasian Darter, Forest Kingfisher, Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, 
Double-barred Finch, Chestnut-breasted Munia, Australian Reed-Warbler, Red-
necked Avocet, Pied Stilt, Black-fronted Dotterel and Red-kneed Dotterel are all 
possible. 
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At around lunch time (about noon is perfect), the group will be back at the airport area 
for lunch and to pick up George Jett (George will be flying in from Sydney at about 
11:30 AM). See Arrival Plan for details on George’s flight.  Barry will pick up George 
at the baggage claim for his flight.  George should put his binoculars on (for easy 
identification by Barry). 
 
After the rendezvous with George (hopefully close to 12:30 PM) and a quick lunch 
(likely something simple near the airport), we will leave for Coolmunda Dam with a few 
birding spots on the way. We have a lot of birding left for the day; so, we will need to get 
moving.   
 
In the next stage of the tour, we will travel west and cross the Great Dividing Range. In 
spite of its grand name, this is a low range of mountains that divides the continent 
between rivers that flow into the Pacific Ocean to the east and the Indian Ocean to the 
southwest. The divide also signals a change in the bird species, those better adapted to 
the drier and more variable environmental conditions of inland Australia become more 
common. 
 
Our first stop will be at the Queensland University campus at Gatton to see Pink-eared 
Ducks. Once over the divide we drive to Durikai State Forest. This will take about 2.5 
hours from the airport. 
 
Later in the afternoon, we will arrive at Durikai State Forest. Durikai  is a renowned 
birding spot featuring several Honeyeater species, including Yellow-tufted, White-eared, 
Fuscous, Brown-headed, White-naped, Black-chinned and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters.  
We could also find Little Lorikeet; White-browed Babbler; Turquoise Parrot; Striated 
Pardalote, Spotted Pardalote, Dusky Woodswallow, Speckled Warbler, Weebill, 
Southern Whiteface, and Striated Thornbill.  
 
Around 6 PM, the group will check into their lodging near Coolmunda Dam. The 
accommodation tonight is in motel-style cottages at the Coolmunda Caravan Park. 
 
Dinner will be at Inglewood, a small town just west of Coolmunda Dam.  

• It will be a simple meal as the options are limited.  
• During dinner we will do our bird 

checklist for the day.   
• We will also discuss plans for the rest 

of the tour (this will be the trip 
orientation). Barry will be glad to 
answer whatever questions you 
have. 
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Day 2 (August 21): AM Birding Coolamunda Dam Area; and PM Birding on Back 
Roads towards Girraween; Late PM Birding around Wisteria Cottages (near 
Girraween National Park) 

Everyone will need to be packed and ready to go at breakfast, as we will change 
lodging today, as we move to be closer to Girraween National Park. 
 
The group will have an early breakfast, then go to Mosquito Creek Road.  We will spend 
the morning looking for Emu, White-winged Fairywren, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, 
Jacky-winter, Red-capped Robin, White-winged Chough, Apostlebird, Gray-crowned 
Babbler, Australasian Bushlark, Zebra Finch, Plum-headed Finch, and Greater 
Bluebonnet.  
 
After we finish along the road, we will go back to Coolmunda Dam for waterbirds 
including Musk Duck, Pacific Black Duck,  Gray Teal, Great Crested Grebe, Australian 
Pelican, Black Swan, Whiskered Tern and more. We should also find a few species of 
Cormorants and Eurasian Coot.  Birdlife away from the water could include Whistling 
Kite, Red-rumped Parrots, Red-winged Parrots, Cockatiel, Galah, Superb Fairywren, 
Tawny Grassbird, and Ground Cuckooshrike.  
 
After wrapping up our morning of birding at Coolmunda, we will take the back roads 
towards Stanthorpe and Girraween.  On Springdale Road, we will hope to find 
Turquoise Parrot, Hooded Robin, Diamond Firetail, Brown Treecreeper, Rufous 
Songlark, Brown Songlark, Restless Flycatcher, Tree Martin, Mistletoebird, and Jacky-
winter.  Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle, Brown Falcon, Black Shouldered Kite and 
Australian Kestrel, either in flight or perched, are all possible. 
 
We will also sneak in a bit of mammal viewing whilst looking for birds. During the week  
we may see Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Euro, Swamp Wallaby, Red-necked Wallaby, 
Whip-tailed Wallaby, Red-necked Pademelon, Echidna, Common Wombat, Black Flying 
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Fox, Grey-headed Flying Fox, Common Ring-tailed Possum, Short-eared Possum and 
Sugar Glider. 
 
By late afternoon, we should reach Wisteria Cottages. Once we settle in to our cottages, 
we will bird the grounds at Wisteria and along Old Wallangara Road. We will be looking 
for Scarlet Robins, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Brown Treecreeper, Turquoise Parrot, 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Crimson Rosella, King Parrot, Common Bronzewing and 
Superb Lyrebird.  You will quickly learn why Barry likes Wisteria (as the birding on the 
grounds can be excellent). 
 
Lodging at the Wisteria Cottages is limited to 3 cottages. Lawrence and John each have 
a one bedroom cottage. The third cottage has two rooms, one for the Ridgelys (1 queen 
bed) and George and Barry will fill in the second room which has 2 beds. 

Dinner will be at a nearby hotel. Barry will review the bird checklist with the group and 
plans for the next day (including confirming morning start time and breakfast). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Day 3 (August 22): Full Day Birding at Girraween National Park 
 
The good news is that Girraween National Park is a short drive from Wisteria. After 
some breakfast we will head towards the National Park. 
 
We will spend a full day birding in Girraween National Park and the surrounding areas.  
We will be looking for Superb Lyrebird, Chestnut-rumped Heathwren, Speckled Warbler, 
Red-browed Treecreeper, Varied Sittella, Scarlet Robin, Buff-rumped Thornbill, Yellow 
Thornbill, Brown Thornbill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Weebill, Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, 
Black-chinned Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, Musk Lorikeet, and White-browed 
Babbler. 
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Besides the birding, everyone will enjoy the fantastic granite scenery of Girraween 
National Park. 
 
Again, we will spend the evening back at Wisteria Cottages. 
 
After a full day of birding and around supper time, Barry will review the bird checklist 
with the group. Barry will also review plans for the next day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 (August 23):  Birding at, and on the way to, Lamington National Park. 
 
Everyone will need to be packed and have breakfast, as we will change lodging today 
as we move to the famous O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat in Lamington National Park. We 
will make an early start for the drive to Lamington. 
 
En route we will make stops at Riemore Downs to look for Black-necked Stork, 
Australian Shoveler, Royal Spoonbill, Long-billed Corella, and Blue-faced Honeyeater; 
and Sharp Park for Platypus and a range of bird species including Australasian Figbird, 
Olive-backed Oriole, Noisy Friarbird, Azure Kingfisher, Laughing Kookaburra, Pale-
headed Rosella, Buff-banded Rail, Red-browed Firetail, Double-barred Finch, Maned 
Duck, and Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo.  
 
We should reach O’Reilly Rainforest Retreat (where we are spending the night) in time 
for some late afternoon birding.    
 
O’Reilly’s Notes: Though O’Reilly’s is expensive, you will want to take advantage of 
the service here. 
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• This will be the best night on the tour to accomplish laundry unless you want to 
wait until Cairns (before the Rainforest Trust Board meet up around the evening of 
August 25). 

• Supper is incredibly expensive here, so we will likely have pizza this first night 
and/or grab something quick and simple at the bar. 

 
After dinner, look for nocturnal birds and wildlife, including Tawny Frogmouth, Marbled 
Frogmouth, Southern Boobook, Sooty Owl, Red-necked and Red-legged Pademelons 
(small, kangaroo-like, rain-forest animals), Common Ringtail, Short-eared Possums, 
Common Brush-tail Possums, Northern Brown Bandicoot, Long-nosed Bandicoot, and 
Koala. 
 
At some point tonight (either before or after our nocturnal adventure), Barry will do the 
bird checklist for the day and review plans for the next day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 (August 24): Full Day Birding in Lamington National Park  
 
We will have an early start for critical birding at O’Reilly’s before breakfast. We will 
concentrate on locations close to O’Reilly’s before breakfast, then spend the rest of the 
morning birding on tracks in the National Park. 
 
Birding before breakfast is the best way to hear the unique dawn chorus of the 
rainforest birds and to see Albert’s Lyrebird (the world's loudest songbird). O’Reilly’s is 
renowned for its bowerbirds, with three species − Satin Bowerbird, Regent Bowerbird 
and Green Catbird. It should be possible to watch Satin Bowerbird males working their 
courtship bowers. The migratory species may be present, so sightings of the three 
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species of monarchs, Rufous Fantail, and Noisy Pitta are highly likely. All six species of 
rainforest pigeons and fruit-doves may also be present, depending on what trees are in 
fruit.  
 
In the afternoon, drive a short distance looking for species that favor the oxymoronic 
”dry” rainforest, rainforest edges, and Eucalyptus forest. Species could include White-
eared Monarch, Bell Miner, Noisy Miner, Scarlet Myzomela, Rose Robin, Silver-eye, 
Brown Goshawk, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, and Sulphur-crested Cockatoo.  
 
Some of the other species we will be looking for today include Australian Brushturkey; 
Paradise Riflebird; Rufous Scrub-bird; Regent and Satin Bowerbirds; Green Catbird; 
Yellow-throated, White-browed, and Large-billed Scrubwrens; White-throated 
Treecreeper; Eastern Yellow, Pale-yellow, and Rose Robins; Eastern Whipbird; Gray 
and Rufous Fantails; Noisy Pitta; Wonga, White-headed, and Topknot Pigeons; Brown 
Cuckoo-Dove; Wompoo and Rose-crowned Fruit-Doves; Australian Logrunner; Olive-
tailed and Russet-tailed Thrushes; Golden Whistler; Crested Shrike-tit; Brown Thornbill; 
Brown Gerygone; Spotted Pardalote; Lewin’s Honeyeater; Eastern Spinebill; Red-
browed Firetail; Australian King-Parrot; Crimson Rosella; Glossy Black-Cockatoo; 
Black-faced, White-eared, and Spectacled Monarchs; Fan-tailed Cuckoo; and Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo. 
 
Barry will spend some time around supper completing the bird checklist with the group.  
He will also review plans for the next day and morning. 
 
All trip participants should take some time to check into their flights this evening (as 
might be possible), so as to save time at the airport on August 25. 
 
Accommodation for the night will again be at the O'Reilly's Rainforest Retreat.  
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Day 6 (August 25); Early AM Birding at Lamington National Park with Finish by 9 
AM; Airport Return by Noon as Flights Out at 1:30 PM 
 
We will need to wrap up birding here by about 9:00 AM, knowing we must be at the 
airport by about noon. 

• Barry will have the group back at the airport by about noon (say no later than 
12:15 PM). He will drop the group off and bid the group adieu. 

• Upon arrival at the airport, everyone should check into their flight to Cairns right 
away.   

• The trip participants are all booked on a 1:30 PM flight to Cairns. They are flying 
on Virgin Australia flight 785. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


